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“3 Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think you
are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith

God has given you.” Romans 12:3
I. SOME INSIGHTS ABOUT FAITH

1. MY FAITH DETERMINES WHAT GOD CAN DO
“7 After Jesus left the girl’s home, two blind men followed along behind him, shouting, ‘Son of David, have
mercy on us!’ * They went right into the house where he was staying, and Jesus asked them, ‘Do you believe I
can make you see?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ they told him, ‘we do.’ * Then he touched their eyes and said, ‘Because of your

faith, it will happen.’” Matthew 9:27-29

“I Jesus left that part of the country and returned with his disciples to Nazareth, his hometown. * The next
Sabbath he began teaching in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. They asked, ‘Where did
he get all this wisdom and the power to perform such miracles?’’ Then they scoffed, ‘He’s just a carpenter, the
son of Mary and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon. And his sisters live right here among us.’
They were deeply offended and refused to believe in him. * Then Jesus told them, ‘A prophet is honored
everywhere except in his own hometown and among his relatives and his own family.’ ° And because of their
unbelief, he couldn’t do any miracles among them except to place his hands on a few sick people and heal them.

S And he was amazed at their unbelief.” Mark 6.:1-6

KEY: God Has To Do Something Before He Can Do Something

& Often Before He Can Do Something

2. WHEN MY FAITH GROWS:

i. I WILL
“0 So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must

believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.” Hebrews 11:6

KEY: Without Faith, We Are Displeasing To God, Because We Are

ii. | WILL SEE MORE
“I8 In the morning, as Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, he was hungry, ” and he noticed a fig tree

beside the road. He went over to see if there were any figs, but there were only leaves. Then he said to it,
‘May you never bear fruit again!’ And immediately the fig tree withered up. * The disciples were amazed
when they saw this and asked, ‘How did the fig tree wither so quickly?’ ? Then Jesus told them, ‘I tell
you the truth, if you have faith and don’t doubt, you can do things like this and much more. You can even
say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. »* You can pray
for anything, and if you have faith, you will receive it.”” Matthew 21:18-22

iii. I WILL OPEN UP
“2 ‘[ tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater

works, because I am going to be with the Father. * You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do
it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. '* Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do

it!” John 14:12-14




iv. I WILL
“SYes, I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much
fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5

“?Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish
infinitely more than we might ask or think.” Ephesians 3:20

v. I WILL HAVE MORE
“31'So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear? 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need

them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well.” Matthew 6:31-33

“6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him
for all he has done. ” Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can
understand.” Philippians 4:6-7

II. HOW TO WORK WITH GOD IN GROWING MY FAITH?

1. PVE GOT TO BELIEVE IN & THE INTEGRITY OF
“?? The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease. >> Great is his faithfulness” Lamentations

3:22-23

“I8 So God has given both his promise and his oath. These two things are unchangeable because it is impossible
for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the hope
that lies before us.” Hebrews 6:18

KEY: I Must Take Jesus’ Teachings On Faith,
“12 ‘I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater
works, because I am going to be with the Father. > You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do

it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. '* Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do
it!” John 14:12-14

“2 Then Jesus told them, ‘I tell you the truth, if you have faith and don’t doubt, you can do things like
this and much more. You can even say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’

and it will happen. » You can pray for anything, and if you have faith, you will receive it.”” Matthew
21:18-22

2. IMUST LET GOD FUEL MY FAITH BY , , &

ON GOD’S WORD
“I”So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ.” Romans 10:17

MEDITATE ON:
i. What God Has Done In/Through

ii. What God Do In/Through His Children
“I2 I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater
works, because I am going to be with the Father. > You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do

it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. ' Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do
it!” John 14:12-14




“S Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much
fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing... 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you,
you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! ® When you produce much fruit, you are my
true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.” John 15:5 & 7-8

3.’VE GOT TO

“ The LORD observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he saw that everything they thought or
imagined was consistently and totally evil. % So the LORD was sorry he had ever made them and put them on the
earth. It broke his heart. 7 And the LORD said, “I will wipe this human race I have created from the face of the
earth. Yes, and I will destroy every living thing—all the people, the large animals, the small animals that scurry
along the ground, and even the birds of the sky. I am sorry I ever made them.” ® But Noah found favor with

the LORD. ® This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, the only blameless person
living on earth at the time, and he walked in close fellowship with God.” Genesis 6.:5-9

“S Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit.
For apart from me you can do nothing... 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for
anything you want, and it will be granted!” John 15:5 & 7

4.I’VE GOT TO TEST/BUILD MY FAITH BY

“I Now God saw that the earth had become corrupt and was filled with violence. 1? God observed all this
corruption in the world, for everyone on earth was corrupt. '3 So God said to Noah, “I have decided to destroy
all living creatures, for they have filled the earth with violence. Yes, I will wipe them all out along with the
earth! ' “Build a large boat from cypress wood and waterproof it with tar, inside and out. Then construct decks
and stalls throughout its interior. 13 Make the boat 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. '® Leave an 18-
inch opening below the roof all the way around the boat. Put the door on the side, and build three decks inside
the boat—lower, middle, and upper. 17 “Look! I am about to cover the earth with a flood that will destroy every
living thing that breathes. Everything on earth will die. 18 But I will confirm my covenant with you. So enter the
boat—you and your wife and your sons and their wives. '° Bring a pair of every kind of animal—a male and a
female—into the boat with you to keep them alive during the flood. ?° Pairs of every kind of bird, and every kind
of animal, and every kind of small animal that scurries along the ground, will come to you to be kept

alive. 2! And be sure to take on board enough food for your family and for all the animals.” ?> So Noah did
everything exactly as God had commanded him.” Genesis 6:11-22

“I* What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can
that kind of faith save anyone? > Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, % and you
say, “Good-bye and have a good day, stay warm and eat well "—but then you don’t give that person any food
or clothing. What good does that do? 7 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it
is dead and useless. '* Now someone may argue, ““Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say,
“How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.”

P You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and
they tremble in terror. *° How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless?” James 2:14-19

KEYS:
i. If I Want To See God In Action, I’ve Got To

ii. When God Tells Me To Do Something, I Must Do




ITII. WHAT IS FAITH?

1. FAITH IS ACTING, LIKE GOD
“7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 1 Corinthians 5:7

“22 The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. *> Great is his faithfulness; his mercies
begin afresh each morning. ** I say to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in him!”
23 The Lord is good to those who depend on him, to those who search for him.”” Lamentations 3:22-25

2. FAITH IS RUNNING THE RACE WITH ENDURANCE REGARDLESS OF

“I7 Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and there are no grapes on the vines, even though the olive
crop fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and the cattle barns are
empty, 18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD! I will be joyful in the God of my salvation! '’ The Sovereign LORD is my
strength!” Habakkuk 3:17-19



