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I. WHAT IS THE TRUE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS?

1. HUMBLY EMBRACING (MARY)

“26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, *’ to a virgin
named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. ** Gabriel appeared to
her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!” %’ Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the
angel could mean. ** “Don’'t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “‘for you have found favor with God! *' You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. ** He will be very great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. ** And he will reign over Israel” forever; his
Kingdom will never end!” ** Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” *° The angel replied, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy,
and he will be called the Son of God. *° What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People
used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. °’ For the word of God will never
fail.” *® Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the
angel left her.” Luke 1:26:37

2. LOVING OTHERS (JOSEPH)

“I8 This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the
marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. '’ Joseph, to
whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the
engagement quietly. °’ As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,”
the angel said, ““do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy

Spirit. *! And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” %> All of this
occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: * “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth
to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” ** When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. ° But he did not have sexual relations with her until her son was born.
And Joseph named him Jesus.” Matthew 1:18-25

3. MY CREATOR (WISEMEN)

“!' Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern
lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ° “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have
come to worship him.” * King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. * He called
a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?”
3 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: ° ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people
Israel.”” " Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the time when the star
first appeared. ® Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come
back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!” ° After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star
they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child
was. '° When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! ' They entered the house and saw the child with his mother,
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. '> When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for God had
warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.” Matthew 2:1-12

4. & CELEBRATING WHAT HE HAS DONE WITH
JOY (SHEPHERDS/ANGELS)

“I At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman
Empire. ? (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) > All returned to their own
ancestral towns to register for this census. * And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go
to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. > He
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took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child. ® And while they were there, the
time came for her baby to be born. ” She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of
cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them. ® That night there were
shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. ° Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared
among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, '° but the angel
reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all

people. ' The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 1> And
you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”
3 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying,

4 “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” > When the angels
had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” ' They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And
there was the baby, lying in the manger. ' After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened
and what the angel had said to them about this child. '® All who heard the shepherds’ story were

astonished, ' but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. *’ The shepherds went
back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had
told them.” Luke 2:1-20

5. BRINGING (JESUS)

“2 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do
not be afiaid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. *! And she will have a
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” *> All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s
message through his prophet: *° “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” Matthew 1:18-25

“I For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:10

II. HOW CAN I EMBRACE THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS?

1. EMBRACE GOD’S
“I For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for
us long ago.” Ephesians 2:10

“I Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by
God.” Ephesians 4:1

HOW?

i. BEFORE GOD

“7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. ® Come close to God, and God
will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God
and the world. ° Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be
sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. '’ Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you
up in honor.” James 4.:7-10

ii. ADOPT GOD’S FOR MY LIFE

“I6 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in
our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. '’ God uses it to prepare and equip
his people to do every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17

IN GENERAL, I AM TO:
i. Build God’s Kingdom

ii. Build God’s Kingdom




iii. PRAY FOR GUIDANCE IN THE OF GOD’S PLAN
“I3 8o be careful how you live. Don't live like fools, but like those who are wise. '® Make the most of every

opportunity in these evil days. '’ Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do.”’
Ephesians 5:15-17

iv. BEGIN LIVING IT OUT
“?? But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.”
James 1:22

v. LOOK FOR INPUT
“J Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. ° Seek his will in all you do,
and he will show you which path to take.” Proverbs 3:5

2. BEGIN TO EVERYONE IN MY
“I4 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:14

“I8 Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.” 1 John 3:18
“2 If you can help your neighbor now, don’t say, “Come back tomorrow, and then I'll help you.” Proverbs 3:28

KEY: I MUST & LET GO
“I4Ifyou forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. ' But if you refuse to forgive
others, your Father will not forgive your sins.” Matthew 6:14-15

“2 And don’t sin by letting anger control you.” Don’t let the sun go down while you are still angry, *’ for anger
gives a foothold to the devil.” Ephesians 4:26-27

3. WORSHIP GOD WITH , , &
“ Worship the LORD with gladness. Come before him, singing with joy. > Acknowledge that the LORD is God! He made us,
and we are his. We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.” Psalm 100:2-3

“! And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let
them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.” Romans 12:1

4. OFFER TO GOD & BE OVER WHAT
HE HAS DONE FOR ME

“! Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise. Give thanks to him and praise his name.” Psalm
100:4

“” The LORD is my strength and shield. I trust him with all my heart. He helps me, and my heart is filled with joy. I burst
out in songs of thanksgiving.” Psalm 28:7

“I8 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, *’ singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts. *’ And give thanks for
everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5.:18-20

5. EMBRACE MY RESPONSIBILITY AS & WORK AT IT

“I8 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. *° Therefore, go and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. *’ Teach these new
disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Matthew 28:18-20

“I Because we understand our fearful responsibility to the Lord, we work hard to persuade others... '* And all of this is a
gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to
him. ' For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself. no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he
gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:11 & 18-19



