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Story of the Farmer Scattering Seed 
“4One day Jesus told this story to a large crowd that had gathered from many towns to hear him: 5“A farmer went out to plant some seed. As he scattered it across his field, some seed fell on a footpath, where it was stepped on, and the birds came and ate it. 6Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. This seed began to grow, but soon it withered and died for lack of moisture. 7Other seed fell among thorns that shot up and choked out the tender blades. 8Still other seed fell on fertile soil. This seed grew and produced a crop one hundred times as much as had been planted.” When he had said this, he called out, “Anyone who is willing to hear should listen and understand!” 
9His disciples asked him what the story meant. 10He replied, “You have been permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God. But I am using these stories to conceal everything about it from outsiders, so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 
‘They see what I do, but they don’t really see; 
they hear what I say, but they don’t understand.’ 
11“This is the meaning of the story: The seed is God’s message. 12The seed that fell on the hard path represents those who hear the message, but then the Devil comes and steals it away and prevents them from believing and being saved. 13The rocky soil represents those who hear the message with joy. But like young plants in such soil, their roots don’t go very deep. They believe for a while, but they wilt when the hot winds of testing blow. 14The thorny ground represents those who hear and accept the message, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares and riches and pleasures of this life. And so they never grow into maturity. 15But the good soil represents honest, good-hearted people who hear God’s message, cling to it, and steadily produce a huge harvest.”   Luke 8:4-15 

I. FOUR CONDITIONS OF THE HEART

1. THE ___________________________ HEART

2. THE ____________________________ HEART

3. THE ____________________________ HEART

4.  THE ___________________________ HEART


II. HOW CAN I SURRENDER MY HEART TO GOD SO I CAN RECEIVE MORE?

1. RELIZE MY INCREDIBLE ________________________________
“5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5

“5 This is what the LORD says: “Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from the LORD. 6 They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the future. They will live in the barren wilderness, in an uninhabited salty land. 7 “But blessed are those who trust in the LORD and have made the LORD their hope and confidence. 8 They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they never stop producing fruit.” Jeremiah 17:5-8


2. _______________________ MY HEART
“23 Search me, O God, and know my heart.” Psalm 139:23

     WHY MUST I EMPTY MY HEART?

i. IT FREES UP MY “HEARTSPACE” SO I CAN ________________________________________
“36 “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?” 37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:36-40

ii. IT FREES UP MY DESIRES SO I CAN ______________________________________________
“15 “If you love me, obey my commandments.” John 14:15

iii. IT FREES UP MY SCHEDULE SO I CAN ___________________________________________
“10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.” Ephesians 2:10

“24 But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.” Acts 20:24

iv. IT FREES UP MY SPENDING SO I MIGHT ____________________________________
“44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity” Acts 2:44-46

“19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be…  24 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.” Matthew 6:19-21 & 24

“31 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.” Matthew 6:31-33

v. FREES UP MY FOCUS SO I CAN _______________________________________________
“8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.” Matthew 5:8

“8 The LORD says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch over you.” Psalm 32:8

“25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.” Galatians 5:25

     HOW DO I DO THIS?
i. Give Up My _____________________________________
“34 If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me.” Mark 8:34

“24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.” Galatians 5:24

 	ii. Give Up All My _____________________________________
 	“33 So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own.” Luke 14:32

	iii. Giving Up My _____________________________________
“26  If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:26  

3. ALLOW MY _________________ TO BE FILLED TO COMPLETELY BY ______________________
“38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away—all who have been called by the Lord our God.” Acts 2:38-39 

“18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19 singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts.” Ephesians 5:18-19

THE KEY TO BEING FILLED IS _____________________________________________________

________________________________
“13 For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.” Philippians 2:13

“30 And do not bring sorrow to God's Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has identified you as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption.” Ephesians 4:30
	
4. CONTINUE TO ALLOW GOD TO FILL & CHANGE MY HEART BY _________________________

_________________________________  
“5“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6Anyone who parts from me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7But if you stay joined to me and my words remain in you, you may ask any request you like, and it will be granted! 8My true disciples produce much fruit. This brings great glory to my Father.” John 15:5-8

“42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.”  Acts 2:42-47

5.  ALLOW GOD TO CHANGE _______________________________ ABOUT WHAT SHOULD ______

_______________________________________
“2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12:2

     KEY CHANGES TO MY THINKING?

	i. God Is ________________________________  
“33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.” Matthew 6:33

ii. Nothing Is _______________________________
 “32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had.” Acts 4:32

	iii. I Am Jesus’ Hands & Feet To Do _____________________________
	“27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians 12:27

6. PROACTIVELY GET RID OF/REFUSE ANYTHING THAT IS ____________________________ OR 

_________________________________________________ 
“1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily hinders our progress. And let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us. 2We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish.”   Hebrews 12:1-2

“23 You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is good for you. You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is beneficial.” 1 Corinthians 10:23



QUESTIONS:

· Is My Heart Ready To Receive From God?

· Is My Heart Hard Or Is It Cluttered With Sin, Self, & The “Stuff Of Earth”? 

· What Must I Do To Prepare My Heart To Receive God’s Best For Me?
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